30                      RELIGIOUS COURTSHIP.
Yo. Sist. What can I do ? I think my father is very unkind to me.
Eld. Sist. My father is passionate, you know.
Yo. Sist. But not to hear me, not to ask my reason, this is very hard! Do any fathers marry their daughters by force ?
Eld. Sist. Why, I'll tell you what my father says to that: he says he knows your reasons beforehand, and he thinks them of no weight.
Yo. Sist. Dear sister, do you think them of no moment ?
Eld. Sist. It's hard for a daughter to make herself judge between her father and the rest of his children ; I am sorry you are so hard pushed at.
Yo. Sist. What would you do in my case ?
Eld. Sist. Indeed that's hard to say too ; I would act as my conscience should tell me was my duty ; I confess there is a powerful force in a father's command.
Yo. Sist. No father can command counter to God's command.
Eld. Sist. That's true, my dear ; but consider, child, how far God's command lies on you here : I know your text, Be not unequally yoked; and I remember my dear mother's words, that this cannot be understood of anything but a religious person marrying with a profane.
Yo. Sist. Well, sister; and you remember 'the charge she gave us, and the promise we made her: I look upon these things to be very binding in themselves, and very sacred engagements.
Eld. Sist. They are binding, indeed, to what is our duty at the same time, and they add force to it; otherwise the case would differ.
Yo. Sist. Just so I understand it; and, I am sure, reason, experience, and the nature of the thing, join with it: what a wretched house must